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“I was anxious, before making my publication, to try etherization in a suffi¬ 
cient number of cases to fully satisfy my mind that anaesthesia was produced 
by the ether, and was not the effect of the imagination, or owing to any pecu¬ 
liar insusceptibility to pain in the persons experimented on. 

“At the time I was experimenting with ether, there were physicians ‘high 
in authority/ and of justly distinguished character, who were the advocates of 
mesmerism, and recommended the induction of the mesmeric state as adequate 
to prevent pain in surgical operations. Notwithstanding thus sanctioned, I 
was an unbeliever in the science, and of the opinion that, if the mesmeric state 
could be produced at all, it was only on ‘ those of strong imagination and weak 
minds/ and was to be ascribed solely to the workings of the patient's imagina¬ 
tion. Entertaining this opinion, I was the more particular in my experiments 
in etherization. 

“ Surgical operations are not of frequent occurrence in a country practice, 
and especially in the practice of a young physician; yet I was fortunate 
enough to meet with two cases in which I could satisfactorily test the ansesthe- 
tic power of ether. From one of these patients I removed three tumours the 
same day: the inhalation of ether was used only in the second operation, and 
was effectual in preventing pain, while the patient suffered severely from the 
extirpation of the other tumours. In the other case, I amputated two fingers 
of a negro boy; the boy was etherized during one amputation, and not during 
the other : he suffered from one operation, and was insensible during the other. 

“After fully satisfying myself of the power of ether to produce anaesthesia, I 
was desirous of administering it in a severer surgical operation than any I had 
performed. In my practice, prior to the published account of the use of ether 
as an anaesthetic, I had no opportunity of experimenting with it in a capital 
operation, my cases being confined, with one exception, to the extirpation of 
small tumours, and the amputation of fingers and toes." 

Tribute to the Late Prof. J. P. Harrison, of Cincinnati. 

On the invitation of a number of medical gentlemen, a highly respectable 
meeting of members of the American Medical Association, belonging to Boston 
and its vicinity, was convened, for the purpose of paying a tribute of respect 
to the memory of Hr. John P. Harrison, of Cincinnati, first Vice-President of 
the Association. This meeting was held at the Library of the Boston Society 
of Natural History, on Tuesday the 23d of October, and was duly organized 
by the choice of Dr. Abel L. Peirson, of Salem, as Chairman, and Dr. Henry 
I. Bowditch, of Boston, as Secretary. The meeting thus opened, was addressed 
by Dr. C. J. Warren, as follows :— 

Mr. Chairman, the death of our distinguished colleague, Dr. Harrison, which 
we are at this time assembled to deplore, was announced to us a few weeks 
since. He fell a victim to the epidemic cholera, which so violently invaded the 
city of his residence, after a protracted struggle against it, during which he 
was instrumental in giving relief to many of his fellow-citizens. About the 
time of the first appearance of this disease, we had a letter from him, in which 
he spoke in terms showing he had no apprehension in regard to himself. 

This gentleman was one of the ablest practitioners in the United States. In 
the West, he was considered as without a superior, had been elevated to the 
office of Instructor in Therapeutics and Materia Medica, and, in 1845, published 
a valuable work in two volumes, on these subjects. He also produced one of 
the best reports that was made to the American Medical Association, at their 
meeting in Boston, in the spring of 1849. In theoretical opinion, he inclined 
to solidism. But, while we are not disposed to agree with him on this sub¬ 
ject, we must admit that he has defended his position with ability, and in a 
manner calculated to check the violence of the current now running in favour 
of humoral pathology. 

At the late meeting of the American Medical Association, he was chosen 
first Vice-President of that body, and would, no doubt, have received the gene¬ 
ral suffrage as President at the next election. These are some of the conside¬ 
rations which entitle his memory to the respectful notice of his professional 
brethren. He had, also, other claims of a more general nature. While warm 
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and decided in discussion, he "was not dogmatical, and gave an agreeable in¬ 
fluence to all he said, by the openness and amenity of the manner in which he 
said it. Another title which he has to the respect of the profession and the 
community is derived from the noble manner in which he contended against 
the fatal epidemic. Most of us here present are of opinion, no doubt, that we 
who have enlisted in the war against disease, must stand to our post, whatever 
may be the danger, and abide by the resolution to sell our lives as dearly as 
we can. Some, however, consider it fair, doubtless, that a physician, who has 
laboured through the period of one generation, should excuse himself from any 
extraordinary efforts. Such was not the opinion of Dr. Harrison, and he con¬ 
tinued to expose himself to the disease till he was destroyed by it. 

Called on as we are, by so many circumstances, to pay some tribute of re¬ 
spect to the virtues of our departed colleague, it will be quite unnecessary, I 
know, to present any other reasons for doing it, to this meeting. But I can¬ 
not pass over another consideration, yet more general in its nature than any I 
have yet mentioned. Oar country consists of many members, as yet but im- 

E erfectly united in sentiment and policy. Every year that passes over our 
eads brings with it new materials for cementing us together. One of the best 
calculated to accomplish this object is a harmony of opinion as to our scien¬ 
tific institutions, and as to the best methods of improving the intellectual 
character of the nation. In this way, a great deal has been done by profes¬ 
sional and other associations, extended through the country. Cincinnati, for 
example, which we formerly considered so remote from us, has, through the 
intervention of the American Medical Association, become to many of us a 
neighbour, in whose prosperity we feel an interest. The expression of this in¬ 
terest would naturally excite a corresponding feeling on the part of our pro¬ 
fession there, and thus serve to invigorate the growth of a patriotic sentiment 
of regard. 

In order to express, on our part, the views which this meeting have taken 
on the subject which has called them together, I beg leave to propose the follow¬ 
ing resolutions:— 

I. Resolved , That the members of the American Medical Association, residing 
in Boston and its vicinity, though personally acquainted with Dr. Harrison 
for but a short period, have known him sufficiently to estimate the importance 
of his loss. 

II. Resolved , That the circumstances under which he fell a victim to the fatal 
epidemic that has ravaged the country during the past season, entitle his 
memory to the grateful recollection of all the friends of humanity, and although 
we are far removed from the scene of his labours, we join sincerely in the re¬ 
grets occasioned by his untimely death. 

III. Resolved , That these proceedings be communicated to his friends in 
Cincinnati, and to the Medical College of which he was a Professsor; and that 
they be presented for publication in the American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences, and other Medical Journals. 

These Resolutions were unanimously adopted, and it was likewise voted that 
Dr. Warren’s remarks should be published with them. 

The meeting was then dissolved. 


MALGAIGNE’S OPERATIVE SURGERY. 

Lea & Blanchard have pleasure in announcing that they have commenced 
the publication of this valuable work in the January number of the Medical 
News and Library , which is furnished in advance to paying subscribers to the 
American Medical Journal. They have delayed this announcement to the latest 
moment, in the hope of being able to commence with the fourth and last part of 
Todd & Bowman’s Physiological Anatomy: 
but they have been disappointed in this expectation, by the non-appearance of 
that work in London;;- Subscribers who possess the commencement of this im¬ 
portant treatise may, however, rely upon being able to procure the concluding 
part, immediately upon its publication, in a form transmissible by mail. 



